
 

 

 

 

 

 

Learning about giving, and much more 
By Andrea Miller Staff Reporter 

�
Newark Center for Creative Learning is a small alternative school tucked on a quiet street in 

the residential district that surrounds the University of Delaware's main campus. 
Classrooms combine grades to enrich the community with mentoring opportunities, and the 

12-to-1 student-teacher ratio enables educators to integrate hands-on lessons in the curriculum. 
The Big Give, an action oriented social justice project that students completed May 15, fit right 

in with the way students are already learning at NCCL, said teacher Kate Kerrane. But the project 
taught them lot more than how to give back. 

The work integrated reading, writing, and math. They honed research skills, practiced public 
speaking, budgeted time, money and resources, worked on group communication and practiced 
all kinds of business communication. 

There is good reason to teach subjects and skills in a "real world application" setting, she said. 
Studies show that students retain only five percent of what they hear in a lecture, 10 percent of 
what they read, and 90 percent when they seek and use information immediately. 

Students documented the work and fun of their Big Give with video cameras purchased in part 
with grants from WalMart and Bank of America. 

They included some of their footage into their project presentations at a school-wide 
celebration May 15, and they plan to edit the footage into a single video to send to Oprah. 
 


